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INTRODUCTION

What is 7akawy Port Said?

Context

Port Said is a coastal city in northeastern Egypt, located at the entrance of the Suez Canal. Known for its
strategic position, diverse communities, and layered history.

7akawy Port Said

A visual storytelling project mapping Port Said’s history through its inhabitants’ personal memories and
oral narratives. Each story, tied to a theme—displacement, industrialization, trade, and music—is illustrated
as a map, preserving lived experiences and celebrating the city’'s emotional identity. A supporting digital
platform is created, archiving illustrated maps with audio narratives, and an interactive map that lets
visitors explore the city and its stories.
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PROJECT MOTIVATION

Why 7akawy Port Said?

D @ ®

Personal Motivation Creating Connection Untold Stories

Port Said, a second home through family Aiming to build a deeper connection Highlighting significant yet often untold
ties, held stories that remained unexplored between people and the city. stories from Port Said to give a voice to its
until this project. residents.
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THE GAP

Which 7akawy?

D @

Personal Memories of Port Saidis Highlighting Significant Topics

Using oral histories connected to specific places to focus on Simplifying Port Said’s four main historical themes into accessible
the personal memories of its people stories, making complex history easier to understand & connect
with
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES

Listening to

the City

@ Long-term immersion

@

®

6 months of fieldwork - allowing time to return, re-
flect, and build trust over multiple visits.

Collaboration & Connection

Conversations with residents where each one led to
another — creating a wide, interconnected pool of
stories.

Supporting Data

Secondary research conducted to identify the most
significant topics about the city.
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FIELD RESEARCH

Documentation

*Photographs from various field trips to Port Said
*All images taken by the designer
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THEMES

Which 7akawy?

Content Selection

Four main themes were selected based on the relevance to the city: displacement, industrialization, trade,
and music culture. Each topic is portrayed through the eyes of a storyteller based on their personal expe-
riences highlighting places within the city that are significant.
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PROJECT DECISIONS

Port Said Topics

<L

Sa7eb El Mafatee? Wazir El Sa3ada Sane3 El Sofon 7ares El Ba7r
Ahmed El Sayad Mohamed Ghaly Mohamed El Mahdy Mahmoud Yehia
A /4 A 4 v A 4
Al Tahgeer Simsimya Industry Trade
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PROJECT DECISIONS

Port Said Representatives

*Photographs of topic representatives interviewed
*All images taken by the designer except for Mohamed Ghaly taken by fadel dawod
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FINAL OUTCOME

Printed Material

D

Introduction

Contextualizing the project & introducing
the city through the 4 themes and their
representatives.

@

lllustrated Maps

Showecasing the places that each resi-
dent discussed which are relevant to their
theme.

®

Map Backs

Providing more information about each
resident & showcasing the places using
photographs.
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*Introductory book spreads
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*Folded map collection
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*Packaging containing map
collection & Introductory book

The 3-story home was replaced with a
6-story “tower” full of apartments.
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e market's street was replaced by a

psed-off building instead market.

wublby
— Potatoes

ek Buying subsidized
Ve Watermelon baladi bread

Omnges

Admin Building

o)l 3y Jol
1AVE diw susgdl G0
First home after
coming back from Al
Tahgeer in 1974

Port Said Sh
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Elus duols

The sound of Shipyard
Horn at 5 AM
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*Folded map collection & box
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FINAL OUTCOME

lllustrated Maps

*lllustrated Map 1: Al Tahgeer narrated by Ahmed El Sayad

*Illustrated Map 2: Simsimya narrated by Mohamed Ghaly
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FINAL OUTCOME

lllustrated Maps

*Illustrated Map 3: Industry narrated by Mohamed El Mahdy

*lllustrated Map 4: Trade & Fishing narrated by Mahmoud Yehia
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FINAL OUTCOME

Map Backs

*Map Back 1: Al Tahgeer narrated by Ahmed EI Sayad
*All images taken by the designer

*Map Back 2: Simsimya narrated by Mohamed Ghaly
*All images taken by the designer
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FINAL OUTCOME

Map Backs

*Map Back 3: Industry narrated by Mohamed El Mahdy
*All images taken by the designer

*Map Back 4: Trade & Fishing narrated by Mahmoud Yehia
*All images taken by the designer
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*Folded lllustrated Map



*Folded Map Back






INTRODUCTION

Digital Platform

Website

The digital platform supports the project by allowing viewers to hear residents’ stories. It archives
illustrated maps alongside audio recordings, enabling visitors to listen to the storytellers while exploring
the illustrated maps. An accurate interactive map is incorporated to encourage people to explore the city

themselves, allowing them to navigate directly to the places featured in the project.

Website Link: www./akawyportsaid.com
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http://www.7akawyportsaid.com

*Website Landing Page
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FINAL OUTCOME

Website Screens

*Landing Page

*Map screen: Accurate Map to encourage viewers to visit places within the stories
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FINAL OUTCOME

Website Screens

*Storytelling Screen: Audio recordings from interviews explaining the places illustrated

*lllustrated Map screen: Digital illustrated map so that viewers can explore while listening
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*Map screen: Accurate Map to encourage
7akawy Port Said - susuw)9) S9ls> Visual Communication Design CDA 25 viewers to visit places within the storigg



=Storytelling Screen: Audio recordings from interviews explaining the places ifiustrated
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